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St Andrews Parish Council

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
Held on Wednesday 17th June 2026 at 7pm 
at Redhouse Community Centre, Frankel Avenue, Swindon



Councillors Present:	Cherie Adams, Daniel Adams, Atif Bukhari, Steve Heyes, Adam John, Sue MacDonald, Paul Morris and Paul West
Councillors Not Present:	Jake Chandler, Kate Tomlinson and Debbie Young
Officer Present:	Emma Sylvester
Public Present:	2

Public Question Time
No members of public wished to speak


APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Jake Chandler, Kate Tomlinson and Debbie Young

DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
Cllr Sue MacDonald declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 11 Dog Exercise Park as she was a resident in the area and owned a dog.

RESOLVED to bring forward agenda item 16. Public Water Foundation Provision.

PUBLIC WATER FOUNTAIN PROVISION 
The Chairman invited a representative from Plastic Free Swindon to speak to the Council regarding the installation of public drinking water fountain(s) within the Parish. Members were informed of concerns around single-use plastic bottles, environmental impact and examples of water fountains installed by other local councils in the area. Members discussed and asked questions regarding funding.
RESOLVED to refer the matter to the Grounds & Play Committee to explore the potential provision of public drinking water fountains and to consider its inclusion within the Council’s 5 Year Business Plan, including consideration of potential locations, funding opportunities, installation costs and ongoing maintenance requirements.

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 15 APRIL 2026
RESOLVED
That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman. It was further resolved that the Chairman would initial all supporting documents at a later date.

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
The Chairman advised that updates had been received from WALC Officers, and that WALC is continuing to develop support for parish and town councils.
It was noted that a motion requested by Cllr Jake Chandler regarding grounds maintenance would be considered as part of the 5-Year Plan development process.

PARISH COUNCILLOR REPORTS (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
1. Cllr Adam John reported that he had received an email regarding a grant application. Members agreed that this would be considered under agenda item 12, Review of Grant Policy.
Cllr Paul Morris advised that he had registered on behalf of St Andrews Parish for the annual abseil fundraising event on 19th September 2026 in support of Great Western Hospital. Full details will be shared on the Council’s social media channels.

CLERK’S REPORT (FOR INFORMATION ONLY)
Nothing to report

COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS
RESOLVED to approve the calendar of meetings as detailed in the document attached in the Minute Book, including the first meetings of the Business Plan and Budget Setting Working Groups. It was noted that following the initial meetings, the Working Groups will determine and schedule subsequent meetings as required.
RESOLVED to approve the briefs for the Business Plan and Budget Setting Working Groups as detailed in the document attached in the Minute Book
RESOLVED to confirm the membership of all Council committees for the current municipal year as detailed in the document attached in the Minute Book . It was further RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Steve Heyes as Chairman of the Business Plan and Budget Setting Working Groups, Cllr Bukhari to the Planning Committee and Cllr Sue MacDonald to the Staffing Committee.

INTERNAL AUDITOR
1. Members received the Internal Auditor report for 2025/26 Accounts.  The CEO reported that the recommendations were the same as the previous report and confirmed that these were being dealt with.
RESOLVED to appoint an Internal Auditor for a three-year period, with fees as detailed in the document attached to the Minute Book. It was further confirmed that the appointed auditor meets the required independence criteria in accordance with the relevant governance and accountability guidance.

ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 2025/2026
1. RESOLVED To approve the annual governance statement in respect of the 2025/26 financial year (section 1).
RESOLVED To approve the accounting statements in respect of the 2025/26 financial year (section 2). 

HEALTH AND SAFETY AUDIT
1. The Health and Safety Audit report and the Operations Manager’s summary of the report were received and noted.
RESOLVED to approve all recommendations from the Operations Manager including expenditure of £1,200 for training as detailed in the attached report.
The Council expressed its thanks to the Operations Manager and the Administration Officer for their hard work in preparing and compiling the action plan.

DOG EXERCISE PARK
1. Members noted that correspondence had been received from residents requesting that the Council consider the feasibility of creating a securely fenced dog exercise field within the Parish.
RESOLVED to support, in principle, the creation of a securely fenced dog exercise field within St Andrews Parish. It was further RESOLVED to refer the matter to the Grounds & Play Committee to consider the proposal, investigate potential locations, and explore opportunities for external funding or sponsorship, including the development of a costed proposal and implementation plan for future consideration as part of the Council’s budget setting process.

REVIEW OF GRANTS POLICY
Members considered the current Grants Policy and discussed whether any amendments were required to ensure it remains fit for purpose, including eligibility criteria and the application process. It was AGREED that grant applications will be considered in September and March each year. It was further AGREED that awards will be presented at the Annual Parish Council Meeting, and that recipient groups will be invited to provide feedback in the following year on how funds have been spent.
Members requested that the CEO research the eligibility criteria within the current policy, noting that it currently prevents the Council from awarding grants to schools. 
RESOLVED that an amended policy be brought back to Full Council in July for consideration.

REVIEW OF COMMUNITY HERO AWARD
Members considered the current Community Hero Award scheme and its criteria, nomination process, frequency and presentation arrangements.
RESOLVED to amend the scheme rules to allow Councillors to nominate individuals or groups; that a person may not be nominated within five years of receiving the award; that the award shall include a £50 gift voucher; and that an engraved cup will be presented to the winner to retain for one year before being returned to the Council for presentation to the next recipient.

KNIFE BIN LOCATION REVIEW
Members considered a verbal report from Cllr Adams and the report from the Operations Manager regarding a request to relocate the knife disposal bin and the proposed alternative locations. 
RESOLVED to approve the relocation of the knife disposal bin and to refer the matter to the Grounds & Play Committee to consider and agree a suitable alternative location.

COMMUNICATION PROPOSAL
Members considered a presentation from Cllr Bukhari on establishing a stronger communications approach and discussed options for improving engagement with parishioners.
RESOLVED to establish a Communications Working Group to take forward initiatives aimed at improving the Council’s communication and engagement with residents. Membership of the Working Group was agreed as Cllrs Heyes, D. Adams, C. Adams, Bukhari and MacDonald. It was further RESOLVED that the first meeting of the Working Group will be held via Microsoft Teams on Monday 29 June at 12 noon.

VEHICLE INSURANCE
Members considered the renewal of the Council’s vehicle insurance policy at a cost of £5,301.60 for the period 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2027. 
RESOLVED to approve the renewal to ensure continued cover for Council vehicles.

SWINDON LOCAL COUNCIL FORUM (SLCF)
1. Members to noted the draft minutes from the SLCF meeting held on 12th March and that the proposed new format of Shared Leadership Forum and already been agreed.
1. Members noted that the next meeting will be held on 18th June 2026 7.00pm – 9.00pm in Committee Room 1, Euclid Street, Swindon. The Council appointed representative is Cllr  Debbie Young.
 
EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
RESOLVED that, in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting due to the confidential nature of the following business.

STAFFING
The CEO updated councillors on decisions made at Staffing Committee.

The meeting closed at 20:36pm.
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