St Andrews Parish Council

DRAFT Minutes of the Council Meeting 
Held on Wednesday 13th December 2017 at 7:00pm 

at Redhouse Community Centre
Councillors Present:
Jean Blake, Susan Cole, Deborah Donohoe, Mary Friend, Tim, Owen, Derek Ricketts, Vera Tomlinson (Chairman), Melanie Woods, Kevin Woods and Vince Williams

Officer Present:
Emma Sylvester

Public Present:
One
118
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors M Friend, D Ricketts
119
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

There were no declarations of interest. 

120
CHAIRMANS ANNOUNCEMENTS

(i) The Chairman asked members to check salt bins to see if they need refilling or are damaged and report to the Clerk.
(ii) The Chairman informed members that, along with Cllr Williams and the Clerk, she had visited Barclays Bank to open an account.  All forms and checks had been completed and it was hoped that the account would be fully open within a week.
(iii) Members were reminded that the local MP’s Christmas Party would be held on Friday 15th in the Entertainment Suite at Swindon Supermarine.

(iv) Members were reminded that the Christmas meal was booked for 7pm at the Jolly Tar in on Tuesday 19th December.
(v) The Chairman gave huge thanks to the Events Committee Chairman and Vice-Chairman, Cllrs Woods and Donohoe, and everyone else who helped at the Christmas Fayre. She reported that it was a very successful event which raised a lot of money for her two charities.

(vi) The Chairman reported that she had received a complaint via email from a resident regarding Buscott Play Park but had unfortunately been unable to contact the resident.  The Clerk informed members that she too had received this email and had managed to contact the resident.
121
MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 29 NOVEMBER 

Resolved

That the Minutes be approved as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

122
PUBLIC RECESS

No members of the public wished to speak
123
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Members considered 2 planning applications
Resolved

S/ADV/17/1299

Re: Display of Various post-mounted signage and flags. (Retrospective).

At: Abbey Farm Site, Lady Lane Swindon
No objection
S/17/0775

Re: Erection of 2no. retail units with 6no. flats above and associated parking.

At: Land At Abbey Farm, Tadpole Lane Blunsdon St. Andrew Swindon

Object due to insufficient parking spaces for the 2 retail units for the customers and staff. The Council would like to see the residential parking clearly marked which flat is allocated which space in order to prevent shop customers using the spaces.
124
CO-OPTION OF PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY

The Chairman reported that before the Council could co-opt a new Councillor relevant notices need to be placed in the parish notifying residents of the vacancy.  The Clerk to action.
125
STREET SERVICES CONTRACT

Members received quotation from Swindon Borough Council for street services in 2018/19.

Resolved

That the quotation of £159,695 be accepted.
126
LIBRARY INVOICE

Members discussed the outstanding invoice for additional hours at North Swindon Library.

Resolved

That payments for additional hours for Library are withheld and in order to resolve this matter a meeting is set up with Swindon Borough Council.  Cllr Tomlinson, Cllr Williams and the Clerk to attend.

It was agreed that the Clerk write to Swindon Borough Council and include that if it transpires that a formal agreement exists the Parish Council will give 3 months notice to terminate the agreement from the date of letter.
127
OFFICE SET UP
Resolved
That a budget of up to £1000 is agreed for the clerk to purchase furniture and equipment to set up the hut as an office but to defer setting up broadband and telephone until the Council was in control of Redhouse Community Centre.
128
AUTHORISATION OF ACCOUNT

Members received and agreed the schedule of accounts.
129
DRAFT BUDGET

Members discussed first draft budget produced by the Clerk.  The Chairman requested that members take time over the holidays to consider next year’s budget before the next meeting.  It was agreed to hold an informal meeting on Wednesday 10th January at 7pm in the hut.
130
KEEP BRITAIN TIDY
Members considered taking part in the Keep Britain Tidy Event and agree to hold a litter pick on Saturday 3rd March.  Clerk to finalise details and advertise event.
131
LGA COMMUNICATIONS PEER REVIEW INVITATION
It was agreed that Cllr Tomlinson be the representative at the peer review on 8th January at 5pm at the Civic Offices.
132
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

In view of the fact that publicity would prejudice the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted members of the public were asked to withdraw from the room.
133
CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT
Members agreed to defer this to the next meeting to allow members more time to consider contract.

134
TRAINING FOR CLERK
Resolved
Clerk to attend training course
135
HR ASSISTANCE

Resolved 
To accept quotation for HR Assistance
The meeting closed at 9:21pm.
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